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our school is open Friday, Saturday & Sunday (+public holidays) 

as our school has MKPS Vay-CAY-Cay vacation care.
 

The outdoor facilities at our school will be available to use

from 8 am to 5 pm on  Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays and public

holidays only as part of Share Our Space.
 

Please respect that OOSH require exclusive use of the grounds

whenever they are operating MKPS Vay-CAY-Cay vacation care.

Fridays,
Saturdays &

Sundays

on







At the beginning of the term, K/1E celebrated 100 days of school, doing a wide variety of
activities about the number 100. We also morphed each student into an old person. They

really do make very cute grannies and grandpas. This term we have been very busy exploring
farming and the amazing animals found on farms during our integrated unit. We have

discovered many interesting, new facts about animals we thought we knew a lot about.
From cows, pigs and sheep to chickens and bees. All the students eagerly participated in

researching these animals, building incredible dioramas and creating beautiful artworks. We
look forward to learning so much more about farms in Australia and around the world.

K/1E







 K/1E WERE EXTREMELY FORTUNATE TO HAVE THE HENNY PENNY HATCHING
PROGRAM RUNNING IN THE CLASS IN WEEKS 4 AND 5. STUDENTS WERE ABLE TO

EXPERIENCE THE LIFE CYCLE OF A CHICKEN FIRST-HAND, AND UP CLOSE. THERE WAS
HUGE EXCITEMENT EVERY MORNING TO DISCOVER HOW MANY CHICKS HAD

HATCHED AND EVEN GOT TO WITNESS THE HATCHING OF SOME CHICKS. EACH DAY,
THE STUDENTS GOT TO HOLD THE CHICKS AND WATCH THEM RUN AROUND THE

CLASSROOM, WHILE OBSERVING THEIR CUTE FEATURES. UNFORTUNATELY, THEY ALSO
EXPERIENCED SOME OF THE EGGS NOT HATCHING. THESE WERE GREAT MOMENTS TO

TEACH VALUABLE CONCEPTS OF LIFE ON A FARM. 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE P&C FOR GIVING US THE OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN SO
MUCH KNOWLEDGE FROM THIS EXPERIENCE. 

 

 HATCHING PROGRAM



Introducing 1/2K
This term we have been looking at life under the sea and making connections with Sea Country people
and the Great Barrier Reef. Mrs Steel and Miss Keys have been teaching us the ins and outs of
information reports. We have been researching and writing lots of information about the Great
Barrier Reef and have learnt so much. We have spent time creating our dioramas with things that
inspire us. We have created magical underwater displays using the new knowledge we have learnt
both in the classroom and during our library time with Mr Tapping and Mrs Steel. We introduced some
new flexible seating for us to try. We have the wobble chairs, the standing desks and the sparkly lap
desks. These are helping us to find the best way for ‘us’ to learn. This term we had a brilliant
excursion to the aquarium. We were fortunate enough to listen to the keeper talk on Pig the dugong.
We watched him being fed and learnt about the unique behaviours he has been taught and how he
came to be at the aquarium. We have recently introduced ‘Number of the Day’, where the students
are challenged to add, subtract, and multiply single and double-digit numbers each day. Together we
have explored comprehension skills through games of ‘Hot Seat’, where students roll play
characters and question one another to delve deeper into fiction and non-fiction texts. We have
begun creating a Dugong artwork inspired by Indigenous artworks and the animal’s cultural
significance. This links to our integrated unit. We are learning to take our time with art projects and
will be continuing to work on this throughout Term 4.

Formally known as 1/2M







Learning Hive

I like learning in Learning Hive

because the teachers explain

things really clearly. Like angles,

decimals and graphs. Who knew

about revolution angles? This type

of teaching really helps me learn.
Rishi 

I like that both my teachers

teach me new concepts by

sharing their different styles

and points of view. Rami

I love the fact that I have two
teachers because they have two
different teaching styles which

helps me learn. Scarlett 

I like the fact that when
one of our teachers are
sick we can count on the
other to be there for us.
They both have different

interests which they share
with us. Jack 

Co-teaching

Students are exposed to different teaching styles and strategies: Everyone
learns differently, and every teacher brings a unique perspective and set of
strengths to the classroom. Switching up teaching styles and methods can
increase student engagement and growth (Boudah, Schumaker, & Deshler,
1997). 

Increased opportunities for differentiation: Providing individualized
instruction through differentiated instructional groupings and strategies
made possible by having two teachers in the room is a crucial benefit for
students (Murawski & Dieker, 2004; Walsh & Snyder, 1993).

 The Benefits of Co-teaching for Students      

StageStageStage
TwoTwoTwo



Learning Hive

We get
 to ch

oose
 our

learning partners, t
his

helps 
us work out who we

work best w
ith. Dulcie

I get the opportunity
to work with different
people during different
activities which I may
not have worked with

before. Collaborative

Learning

Learning Hive is great,

because we have the

choice to sit anywhere.

Changing our seats

means changing who we
are sitting next too. This

is a chance to get to

know someone better.

Ella 

I love that we all make
more friends when we
work together. Ryan 

 

Collaboration-based
instructional approaches

promote learning techniques
for active and agentic

learning (Hmelo-Silver,
2004). They support socially

coordinated inquiry,
knowledge creation, and
stimulate higher levels of

cognitive processing (Griffin
et al., 2012; Sawyer, 2014),

which are essential for
twenty-first-century

learning needs.

StageStageStage
TwoTwoTwo

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2020.00111/full#B41
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2020.00111/full#B34
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2020.00111/full#B83


    

We get to chose where
we get to sit to help,
this helps with our

learning styles and what
type of activity we are

doing. Lill

I like the flexible seating

because I get to choose where I

sit and be in control of my
learning partners. Lydia 

I love the

openness of our

classroom.

There is a lot
 of

space for al
l of

us to move

around safely.

Andy 

I like the flexible

seating because I get to

figure out who I work

best with. Lucy 

 

I like the different seating in

our class, this helps me

concentrate. Tommy  

Flexible

Seating Their students'
grades have
improved.
Their students seem
happier and more
engaged.

Flexible classrooms give
students a choice in
what kind of learning
space works best for
them, and help them to
work collaboratively,
communicate, and
engage in critical
thinking.
Since implementing
flexible classrooms,
Albemarle County Public
Schools have noticed
that:

Their students are
participating more and
having more
invigorating
conversations.  (Emelina
Minero)

https://www.edutopia.org/profile/emelina-minero


C
hoir



JERSEY DAYJERSEY DAYJERSEY DAY
It warms our hearts to receive an email like this. Thank you to
the school community for making this fundraiser a success. 

Dear Mt Kuring-gai Public School,
Thank you so much for your generous donation of $130 to
Transplant Australia in celebration of Jersey Day 2022. 
Such donations as yours help us raise awareness to improve the
organ donor rate in Australia.
The kindness and generosity of donors in helping others, through
a life-saving transplant, to go on and live healthy lives is the
ultimate gift and Transplant Australia, as a community voice in the
promotion of organ transplantation, continually endeavours to
honour.

Please feel free to visit our websites for further areas of
interest and to keep up-to-date with our activities.

Our official website: www.transplant.org.au, Perth World
Transplant Games 2023: https://worldtransplantgames.org, and
facebook https://www.facebook.com/transplantaustralia
Thank you. From the Team at Transplant Australia



R U Okay Day – Thursday the 8th of September saw MKPS come
together and celebrate R U Okay Day. Students and teachers wore

Yellow to raise awareness about mental health and promote people
to ask the question of R U Okay? We all participated in various

activities over the day to encourage students to talk to people who
they feel comfortable with whenever they feel sad or have the need to
get something off their chest. We identified people in our lives that we

can connect with and also discussed ways of making somebody
smile. Thanks to Mrs Els and Mrs Connolly for organising the day and

all of the students and staff getting behind such a great cause.

R U Okay? Day



https://www.ruok.org.au/how-to-ask



  

 Towards the end of this term, our students across all stages have been lucky enough to be

involved in the AFL Primary Play Program. Across two sessions, students have been introduced

to the fundamental skills involved in AFL game play, and participated in simple games where

these skills can be explored and practiced.

 

With the Sydney Swans playing in the AFL Grand Final this weekend, it is a great time to

explore opportunities for your child with local AFL clubs. The Hornsby Berowra Eagles have

opportunities for boys and girls of all ages to be involved in AFL You can register your

interest for the 2023 season at hornsbyberowraeagles.com. 

 





 Year 6 Mini Fete
Wow! What a day! A huge congratulations to

Year 6 on a super successful fundraising event!
Everyone had so much fun! There were so many
fun-filled activities including Laser X, the Escape
Room, the Haunted Blindfold Experience, Lucky

Strike, Chocolate Coin Toss and Sponge
Throwing - just to name a few! Of course, the

delicious Spider Drinks were an absolute hit as
well! At the end of the day, Year 6 presented

their school gift to everyone - a portable school
stage! A huge shout out to all of the families for
their contributions both in time and donations,

the day would not have been as successful
without you. Well done Year 6! 







Stage 1
Excursion

On Wednesday 21st September, Stage 1 visited the Sea
Life Aquarium excursion to further support their

learning within our integrated unit ‘Great Barrier Reef’.
Students were bubbling with excitement before we
even began, as for many of them this was their first
school excursion. The bus trip with friends and the

sight of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Opera House
were met with squeals of joy. We were fascinated

when we entered the aquarium as we saw so many
amazing fish and sea animals. We focused on

discussing the habitats the animals lived in and how
even the marine environments differ from the reef to
our local harbour. We have been researching many sea

creatures but have had a particular focus on the
marine mammal the dugong. A highlight was seeing Pig
the Dugong and learning some more interesting facts

about him and his diet with the students seeing his Cos
Café where they prepare his food. It was awesome to
hear the students using their knowledge to identify

different types of coral and discuss and deepen their
understanding of anemones and their relationship with

clownfish, seahorses camouflaging themselves by
holding on to seaweed and seeing the hundreds of

babies seahorses in the little nursery. Students gazed
on in amazement when so many large sharks and rays
swam over the top of them, and they waited patiently
to spot the sea turtles cruising through the water. A
huge thankyou to the parent volunteers and teacher
for coming to assist on the day and to the wonderful

MKPS Stage 1 students for being great representatives
of our school in the city. 







On Friday 16th September, our junior and senior girls netball teams competed in the
Hornsby Zone Finals Gala Day. 

In the Semi Finals, the junior and senior girls came up against Turramurra Public School
and came away with convincing wins after playing some great netball.

In the junior Grand Final, the girls played against Turramurra North Public School, and
again came away with a convincing win to take out the HZSS Junior Netball

Championship for 2022. Many thanks to Carolyn Casali and Letitia Watson Ley for
assisting the team in their grand final game, while I was with the senior girls as they

played in their grand final game at the same time!
 

Our Senior girls had a very tough game against Warrawee, having had only a 10 minute
break between their Semi Final and Finals match. The match was close all the way and

the girls were down by 1 goal going into the final quarter. They showed a huge amount of
determination and resilience to take the win by 3 points. 

What these girls have achieved this season is a remarkable feat. Grand Final wins are rare
for any school, but for a small school like MKPS to take out both the junior girls and

senior girls titles, is extraordinary. 
 

Congratulations girls! 
 

HZSS NETBALLHZSS NETBALL
FINALSFINALS



Big Boys Brekkie

On Tuesday the 6th September we were excited to welcome our Dad’s and

Father Figures for the our Big Boys Breakfast. It was lovely to see so

many enjoying the various activities especially the golf ‘putting’. 
A special shout out to Mr Tapping for his coordination of the event and

Mrs Els and Ms Hoddinott for their barbequing skills. 

A lovely morning was had by all. 

Father's Day









PARENT
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BelindaBelindaBelinda
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More info in

principal coms



During Term 3, all students at MKPS took part in a 6 week Moving Bodies gymnastics
program. 

Students had a great time getting to use lots of different apparatus such as balance
beams, bars, mini tramps and more. The activities undertaken within the program help to
further develop student’s  fundamental movement skills, along with components of fitness

such as  balance, strength, flexibility, agility and coordination.





Book Week

 
 

This year's theme “Dreaming with Eyes Open” saw book week get back to the ways of old, back on school grounds.
Mount Kuring-gai book fair was a huge success, students were seen and heard sharing their love of books, authors or

genre. It was fantastic to see some of our older readers encouraging their peers to try out a new book, even
negotiating “I'll buy this one and you can buy that one, then we can swap”. This is what book week is about sharing

your love of books and reading with others, sharing those little gems which can change a life. We even saw our
wonderful families donate books back to the library, this allows us to all experience the joy we get from reading. We
will use these books as teaching resources, and the students will use them to deepen their love of all things literature.

A huge thank you to our families who came and supported our first book week back on site after the pandemic.
 

Students were treated to a Performance by Perform Education. Our fist external performance in 2 years. Students
were all beyond excited and seemed to thoroughly enjoy the show. 

Our Book week Parade was a fantastic way to end off our Book Week celebrations. We were amazed by the wide
variety of characters and the enthusiasm by so many of the students. Thank you to all the parents for the late nights

in preparation for the event and to all the students and teachers for the superb effort this year. 





Swim School
 During Weeks 7 and 8, various students’ from MKPS participated in the swim

scheme program held at Abotsleigh college. Students attended the pools each
day in the 2-week period, for an hour, to learn and practice various skills for
safe water practice in and around pools and at the beach. Skills from how to

enter the water correctly, all the way to a survival 50m backstroke were
performed and assessed over the 2 weeks that the program was run. It was

great to see each of the students grow and develop in the water with a variety
of skills from the first-time swimmers, all the way to the advanced level

students. We congratulate all of the students that participated and excelled in
the program, it was a pleasure to take them. A big Thank you to each of the

parent helpers who attended with the teachers each day for the long haul on
the train to warroonga with 50+ kids. We couldn’t have done it without you.

Special mention to Mrs Connolly for organising the program for the students as
well, it was greatly appreciated.







 ZONE
ATHLETICSAfter being unable to run a Zone

Athletics Carnival over the last 2
years, it was wonderful to finally see

our MKPS students back on the
track at Narrabeen, competing

against the other 14 schools in the
Hornsby Zone.

We had 43 students attend the
event across all the various

athletics disciplines. Congratulations
to Scarlett, Dulcie, Sam and Alannah
who placed in the top 2 and top 3 in
their age groups, to progress to the

Sydney North Carnival at SOPAC.



SYDNEY NORTH
ATHLETICS

Congratulations to the following students who competed in the
Sydney North Athletics Carnival on Monday at  SOPAC (Sydney

Olympic Park Athletics Centre) 
Alannah Pryor - 12yr Girls 100m  

Sam Ogier - 11yr Boys 1500m  
Scarlett Owers - Jnr Girls Discus 

Dulcie Thompson - Jnr Girls Shot Put 
 

Scarlett and Dulcie placed 4th and 8th respectively, which is a
fantastic achievement. Alannah ran a great time of 14:73 in the 100m

heat, and Sam also ran a very respectable 5:51.93 in the 1500m.
It is a fantastic achievement to qualify for this event, and these

students should be extremely proud of their performances. 



Sadly, Kara Ussher has decided to resign from her position of MKPS OOSH
Centre Manager. Here is an excerpt of her letter to the OOSH community:

 

"It's with a heavy heart that I share the news that 14th October will
be my last day at Mt Kuring-gai OOSH. 

Over 11+ years I have been an OOSH parent, OOSH Committee
President, OOSH Admin Manager and OOSH Centre Manager. 



I've had the privilege of supporting many families through the transition from
preschool to OOSH and big school. Shared a tear or childhood memory with the
Year 6's transitioning to high school, welcomed ex-OOSHIES back to the service
as volunteers or educators, welcomed Kindies and new families to OOSH. 



On behalf of the MKPS Community, we wish Kara
all the best for her future and thank her for her
service to the students and families at MKPS!

I've enjoyed the challenge of growing OOSH from a service with 12 kids
per session to up to 50 kids a session.

A long-term goal when I was on the committee was to implement
Vacation Care at MKPS. That goal was finally realised in the 2022
summer holidays with the support of the committee, our educators
and our school Principal. 

I'd like to say thank you to all our OOSH families, the MKPS staff, the Mt
Kuring-Gai P&C, OOSH committees past and present and our OOSH
educators, particularly Alyx who grew to become my right hand. I could
not have done my job without your support.

Warm regards, Kara"



Leader's Loop

assembly week 10:

 Readingcertifcates

assembly week 7:

Week 7 K-2 Merit Awards:
 
K/1E - Silvi, Kobe, Jaxon, Laura.
1/2M - Oscar, Isabella.
1/2V - Laya, Olivia, Tai, Braxton.

Week 7 3-6 Merit Awards:
 
Learning Hive - Ellie, Lucas, Mackenzie,
Brianna, Elki, Lincoln, Scarlett, Asher.
Synergy Hub -Jayden, Finlay, James, Emily,
Olivia, Abbey, Alannah, Isabella, Joseph.

Week 10 K-2 Merit Awards:
 
K/1E - Lily, Millie, Laura, Violet. 
1/2M and 1/2V - out on an excursion

Week 10 3-6 Merit Awards:
 
Learning Hive - Ellie, Lucas, Jayden, Brianna, Elki, Jack, Ella,
Lincoln.
Synergy Hub - Ethan, Anthony, Koby, Hana, Hugh, William,
Hayley, Michael.







Communication Platforms
 

Sentral Portal: Essential 2-way Communication
We use the Sentral Portal app to provide quick updates and
reminders to families. Please make sure you have the latest
update & enable push notifications via your phone's settings. 
                              

                             All parents/carers should 
                                have the Sentral Parent Portal app.

Please note that important messages, such as reasons
for absences or interview requests, should only be sent

via Sentral or traditional note, email or phone call. 

Facebook: Recommended Social Showcase
We often report on special events on our Facebook page.
Please "Like" our page as well as our P&C's Facebook page (&
OOSH if approparite).

SeeSaw: Recommended Sharing Learning News 
Teachers may choose to share classroom news with class
parents via the SeeSaw app. You will need to have the app
downloaded with notifications enabled.
NB: SeeSaw is an informal forum and is not considered a two-
way communication platform. SeeSaw is not checked daily
and teachers may not always respond. 

Google Classroom: Student Learning Platform
Some classrooms use this digital platform for learning.
Students will have logon details if appropriate. 
Google Classroom is for students and teachers to
communicate learning 

Please be mindful that our teachers may not answer your
requests for 2-3 days and they are not expected to

answer messages after hours. Thank you.





https://aspagroup.com.au/aspa-education/performing-arts-holiday-programs/
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Mates


















