
PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

A very warm welcome to our new and returning 

families for a new school year. I am looking forward 

to a productive year of learning at MKPS and further developing my

relationships with students, staff and families as well as my

colleagues in our neighbouring schools within the Mooney

Mooney (South) network. 
 

Our student enrolment numbers have allowed us to maintain 8

classes to remain throughout the year, and we have a few staff

changes this year.  See teachers and classes on the next page.
 

I have visited each classroom and the students were happy and

settled. I was particularly impressed with the newest members of

our MKPS family - our kindy students who are already behaving like

established school students, and have been following expectations

This is a credit to their families in preparing them for "Big School".

 

 

  Please join us on Friday 7th Feb for our combined

   "Meet the teacher" afternoon                         

 and  "Welcome BBQ".                              

                

                   (times listed on left)                                    
 

 

 

 

Welcome to 2020!

CALENDAR EVENTS

FEBRUARY:

6th - Swimming Carnival 

 

7th - Meet the Teacher +

         Open Classrooms: 

         K-2-4:00pm-4:30pm 

         3-6-4:30pm-5:00pm  

7th - Welcome BBQ        

         5:00pm-6:00pm

 

13th-19th - Parent-Teacher 

         Conferences

20th-21st - Year 6 Leaders 

         Camp

 

MARCH:

2nd - Clean up Australia Day

2nd-6th - Hearing Awareness 

                 Week

20th - Harmony Day

24th - Stage 1 Excursion

 

APRIL:

8th-9th Stage 2 Camp

9th - Easter Hat Parade

9th - Last day of term
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Mrs Hughes!



Missing some familiar faces?
Mrs Bernadette Whiting, who has been working as our Learning

and Support Teacher at MKPS, will be acting in the role of

Assistant Principal (AP) for Learning Support, based at Rosehill

PS, supporting the Parramatta network for at least Term 1 this

year. We congratulate Mrs Whiting in securing this role and wish

her every success. Miss Teagan King has secured a relieving AP

role in another school and Miss Amy Hindmarsh accepted the

permanent role of OOSH coordinator up the coast. Mrs Inta

Wisowski and Mrs Rebecca Eastgate have both extended their

leave until the end of the year. We wish them all well for a

happy and productive year. In Mrs Nicole Tudor's absence,

Miss Amelia Wargren will be relieving as AP for four days

and Mrs Bec Connolly will relieve for one day. Miss Brown

completes the executive team in her permanent AP role.
 

Library
This year, classes will be attending the library weekly with

their class teacher for borrowing and library skills. This will

be a great way to link research and digital skills with the

resources that will support and extend the learning

occurring in the classroom. Please send a labelled library

bag with your child, so they can transport the books safely

between school and home. Please join us in fostering a love

of reading in our students.

 

 

Staffing Arrangements for 2020

Communication
Platforms

 

SkoolBag: We currently are using the SkoolBag
app to provide quick updates and reminders to
families. Please make sure you have the latest
update and enable push notifications via your
phone's settings.
 
Facebook: We often report on special events on
our Facebook page. Please "Like" our page as well
as our P&C's Facebook page.
 
SeeSaw: Teachers may choose to share classroom
news with class parents via the SeeSaw app. You
will need to have the app downloaded with
notifications enabled.
 
Google Classroom: Some classrooms use this
digital platform for learning. Students will have
logon details if appropriate.
 
Please note that parents should only send
important messages such as reasons for absences
via SkoolBag or traditional note, email or phone
call. SeeSaw and Google Classroom are more
informal forums and not considered a two-way
communication platform. 
 
 
 

KD Miss Abigail Davies (pronounced Davis)

K/1E Mrs Bianca Els (Mon-Thur) Mrs Sarah Cameron (Fri)

1/2S Mrs Rebecca Slade

1/2W Miss Amelia Wargren* (pronounced Vargren)

3/4C Mrs Bec Connolly*

3/4T Mr Jeff Tapping

4/5S Mr Jimmy Simnett

5/6W Miss Lauren Brown* (soon to be Mrs Waight)

K-2 Instructional Leader Ms Amanda Samuel (M, T, Th & F)

3-6 Learning Support Mrs Gail McCloghry (Mon & Tue)

PE Sport RFF Mrs Carla Todd (Tue, Thur & Fri)

School Counsellor Mrs Colleen Meehan (odd Mondays)

SLSOs /Support Aides Mrs Louise Ellicott (Mon & Tue)

      Mrs Anne Maksoud (Tue, Wed & Thur)

      Mrs Susie Steel (Thur & Fri)

      Mrs Belinda Ryan (Mon-Fri – Auslan Support)

Office Manager (SAM) Mrs Pam Thwaites

Admin Officer Mrs Barb Willmore (Mon, Tue & Wed)

General Assistant  Mr Paul White (Tue & Thur) 

Cleaner Mr Navin Chhetri

Principal Mrs Greta Hughes

Communication Methods
We encourage open and trusting relationships

between home and school. Two-way communication

is key to building productive partnerships to nurture

each student's learning. It is important to let the

class teacher know when there is anything

happening in your child's life that may affect their

mood, behaviour or learning.

 

Please remember that there are processes to follow

when wanting to meet with the class teacher to

discuss your child. The class teacher is always your

first point of call. Please do not take time away from

the class by initiating a discussion with the class

teacher during class time. You can request a

meeting time via the office, or directly with the

teacher. If you need to escalate your issue with an

Assistant Principal (AP), please note that

Miss Wargren will look after K-2 and Miss Brown will

look after Years 3-6. After this, the last step is to

speak with me, principal. You can request a meeting

via the office.

 



 

2020 Changes
Schools are places of progress and change. It is

good practice to regularly assess and evaluate our

processes and procedures and to ensure we stay

current with educational trends and relevant within

our context. 

 

Sometimes changes can be uncomfortable or

inconvenient, but they are necessary for us to keep

moving forward. As adults, we need to model

resilience to our students that change and trying

new things is a great way to discover better and

more efficient ways to do things.

 

We are continuing with our new wellbeing focus of

"Zero Heros" and using an approach of reflection

and restorative practice when things go off track.

Parents will be kept informed when this happens

and we thank you for your support in discussing any

issues with your child in a positive way.

 

Assemblies and Scripture Times 
Research very clearly shows that the first two hours

of the school day are the most productive for

learning (particularly when students have had a

good sleep and a healthy breakfast). For this

reason, we have endeavoured to remove any

activities from the morning session. Our scripture

teachers have graciously agreed to move their

times, but they could only offer us a time slot in the

middle of the day (12:45-1:15pm Wednesdays). 

 

We have decided to run our fortnightly assemblies

straight after scripture starting at 1:15pm in the hall

on Wednesdays of even weeks, to again try and be

the most productive with our learning time. We

understand that this is not the most convenient time

for parents who may wish to attend and

apologise for this, but hope that you can understand

our reasoning behind this organisation.

 

Please remember to check the Calendar of

Events on the front page of the Newsletters 

and to check your child's bag each day for 

notes to ensure you are aware of what's

happening in our school.

set aside some uninterrupted time to read
aloud with your child
read to your child in your first language –
research shows that using your first language
will help your child when he or she is learning
to read English
listen to your child read every day, even if only
for a short time
talk about books together – make reading a
shared, enjoyable activity
discuss the meanings of stories and words
ensure there is a range of reading material for
your child at home, both fiction and non-
fiction
give books as treats and presents
join your local library – borrow books for
yourself as well as your child.

Helping your child at home:
Reading with your child at home will assist their
learning and development. Some strategies
include:

For more practical help for parents and carers,
go to: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-
schools/practical-help-for-parents-and-carers

Please remember that 

Health Care Plans are to  be 

updated annually and are now due, after

consulting your child's medical/healthcare

professional. 

 

Health Care Plans involving anaphylaxis

and asthma are particularly important to

ensure the most appropriate action is taken

in case of an emergency.

 

All families are requested to return the

details form that was sent home last

week to ensure we have the most current

information.

 

Health Care Plans
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Welcome



Term Invoices 
Term invoices have been distributed and we will

appreciate your prompt attention to these for

efficient budgeting and school planning.

 

We were able to source bulk items of classroom

supplies for stationery packs this year, which will save

families having to purchase them individually. It also

helps that all students will have the same supplies

which are of good quality. Families who were here

last year will notice only a small increase on the 2019

classroom supplies costing - Bargain!

 

Activities such as excursions and camps may be listed

before you receive separate information about them.

We do this so that you are aware of costs per term.

You can either pay the invoice in full upfront in one

payment, or you could pay everything except the

camp/excursion fee if you prefer to wait for the notes

to come home.  For higher-cost activities, such as

camps, we often will offer a payment plan to make

budgeting a little easier.

 

If you are experiencing financial hardship, please

make an appointment to see Mrs Hughes to discuss

your options.

 
Stage Two and Three

This week's newsletter features our Primary

Teacher Team (Stage 2 &3) led by Miss Brown.

Introducing: Mrs Connolly 3/4C, Mr Tapping 3/4T,

Mr Simnett 4/5S and Miss Brown 5/6W









Please "like" our "Mount Kuring-gai Public School"
Facebook page,

 
as well as our P&C's FB page named: 

"Mt Kuring-gai Public School P&C Association on
Facebook"




