
Mount Kuring-gai  
Public School News
Leeming Street, Mount Kuring-gai NSW 2080
T (02) 9457 9088 F (02) 9457 8691  
E-mail: mtkuringga-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

TERM FOUR - WEEK 1 OCTOBER 2019

MKPS NEWS  |  PAGE 1GROW IN KNOWLEDGE

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:  

Welcome back to Term 4! We’ve hit 
the ground running and have already 
been busy with work and play. 

Our new wellbeing policy is now in 
its trial term. Information was sent 
home last term and opportunity 
for comment given. Throughout 
this term we will continue to assess 
the policy and its suitability for our 

school. Our first Zero Hero Reward Day will be held in Week 5 
and we’re so excited! 

I hope to see lots of Grandparents and special friends here on 
Tuesday 29th October for our Grandparents’ Day event. Morning 
Tea will be available for a gold coin donation and you are also 
invited to bring a picnic rug and lunch to share with your 
grandchildren. The Children’s Bookshop from Beecroft will also 
be here with a selection a quality children’s books available for 
purchase to take home or donate. We have some lovely activities 
planned to be shared with the students including bingo, putt 
putt golf, jacks, bocce, Uno, raffle and craft, and please check out 
the artwork on the walls of the hall! 

Term 4 brings lots of opportunity for evaluation and planning. I 
encourage you to take the time to complete our Tell Them From 
Me (TTFM) survey which was advertised last week, as this is your 
chance to let us know your thoughts and opinions. Students 
and staff will also complete their relevant versions of the survey. 
Information will be used for evaluation,  discussion and forward 
planning. Surveys will close on Friday 25th October.  

We have also started to make plans for 2020 so if you know of 
any potential kindergarten students for next year who have not 
enrolled yet please let us know ASAP. Kindy Kickstart orientation 
sessions will start this week to help familiarise the new students 
with school life and start to make connections and friendships 
with their future classmates! Thank you to Miss Wargren for her 
meticulous organisation of this program and to our student 
buddies who will make our new kindies feel welcome. I’m 
excited to meet our future MKPS students! 

Some changes already proposed are to our timetabling of 
events for 2020, such as scripture and assemblies. This is to make 
the best use of the optimal learning time in the morning session.  

A reminder that our end of year assembly has changed for this 
year. As mentioned previously when we posted a “Save the 
Date”, we have decided to split the Celebration of Learning 
assembly into two: K-2 and 3-6 to be held at the school during 

school hours on 10th December. Then on the 17th December 
we have a new style of Presentation Assembly. This will be held 
in the evening to allow working parents to attend and will be 
invitation only to ensure we can fit everyone in.  

Term 4 is also the time when we see interested Year 5 aspiring 
leaders put themselves forward for consideration for school 
parliament positions. I will meet with potential candidates over 
the next two weeks to discuss expectations of being a school 
leader and ambassador before they campaign. The student 
body will vote later in the term and successful candidates will 
be announced at our Celebration of Learning assemblies. 
Official presentation of badges will be made during the Formal 
Presentation Assembly. 

As you know, we have been using the SkoolBag app to send out 
instant reminders. As part of our school organisation software, 
Sentral, there is an option for this instant notification function 
to run through the Sentral platform. This will obviously save 
the school the subscription fee we pay for SkoolBag which 
can be used on teaching and learning for the students. We are 
looking for volunteers to trial the Sentral platform and assess 
the user experience to decide if this would be a good option 
for our school. Please let the office know if you are interested in 
participating in this trial. 

The 2019 school leaders and I will travel into the city on 
Thursday to visit Parliament House for a student forum. We will 
be attending as Matt Kean’s guests and the students will be 
invited to share their thoughts and ideas about issues school-
aged children face in the community. I’m looking forward to 
spending an interesting and rewarding day with Toby, Jamison, 
Jake and Joel (who has agreed to step in, in Surmayi’s absence).  
The leaders wil report back in the next newsletter. 

This Friday is when Australia celebrates World Teachers’ Day! 
I would personally like to acknowledge every teacher who 
puts their heart and soul into the lives of so many others. The 
teachers at Mount Kuring-gai Public School go over and beyond 
to nurture the learning of their students: Often giving up their 
personal time and time with their own families to research, plan, 
prepare and think for each and every little life that steps into 
their classroom every day.  

Teaching is not something we do – it’s who we are.

Warmest regards,  
Mrs Greta Hughes
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MKPS Weekly Calendar
WEEK 2

Oct 21 Art Club with Mrs Slade

Oct 22 Junior Choir with Ms Samuel/Mrs Tudor 
Senior Choir with Mrs Slade

Oct 23 AUSLAN group with interested Year 5 and 6 
Junior Dance Group with Mrs Connolly

Oct 24 Debating at Afternoon Tea

Oct 25 World Teachers’ Day
Senior Dance Group with Miss Brown 9am 
Garden Club with Miss Hindmarsh

WEEK 3

Oct 28 Art Club with Mrs Slade

Oct 29 Grandparents’ Day
Junior Choir with Ms Samuel/Mrs Tudor 
Senior Choir with Mrs Slade

Oct 30 AUSLAN group with interested Year 5 and 6 
Junior Dance Group with Mrs Connolly

Oct 31 Debating at Afternoon Tea

Nov 1 Senior Dance Group with Miss Brown 9am 
Garden Club with Miss Hindmarsh

WEEK 4

Nov 4 Chess Teams Tournament -  
Wahroonga Public School
Art Club with Mrs Slade

Nov 5 Junior Choir with Ms Samuel/Mrs Tudor 
Senior Choir with Mrs Slade

Nov 6 AUSLAN group with interested Year 5 and 6 
Junior Dance Group with Mrs Connolly

Nov 7 Debating at Afternoon Tea

Nov 8 Star of the Month Assembly 2.45pm
Senior Dance Group with Miss Brown 9am 
Garden Club with Miss Hindmarsh

WEEK 5

Nov 11 Art Club with Mrs Slade

Nov 12 Junior Choir with Ms Samuel/Mrs Tudor 
Senior Choir with Mrs Slade

Nov 13 AUSLAN group with interested Year 5 and 6 
Junior Dance Group with Mrs Connolly

Nov 14 Debating at Afternoon Tea

Nov 15 Senior Dance Group with Miss Brown 9am 
Garden Club with Miss Hindmarsh

Wellbeing Policy + Zero Heroes 
We will begin our trial of the draft wellbeing policy this 
term, where our focus is to acknowledge all the students 
who consistently follow the expectations of MKPS. In Week 
5 of this term, we will be celebrating students who follow 
the MKPS core values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience 
and Personal Best, on our first ‘Zero Hero’ day. The reward 
days will then be held every 5 weeks.  

A reminder that these ‘Zero Hero’ days are exclusively 
for students who have maintained a ‘Level Zero’ for the 
five week duration. Please discuss with your child the 
consequences of poor choices, as any child who may be 
put on a level in that time, to monitor and support their 
behaviour, will miss out on the reward day (they will have 
the opportunity to be included in the next one). Please see 
the information sent home towards the end of Term 3.  

We are very fortunate that the majority of students in our 
beautiful school make positive choices that help create the 
safe, supportive and accepting school we have at MKPS.  

In 1/2T, while Year 2 students have been swimming, Year 
1 students have been busy creating posters to display the 
MKPS Core Values in the classroom. While they worked in 
groups to, they all displayed respect to one another and 
produced their personal best work.  
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Grandparents’ Day 
Grandparents’ Day 2019 will be held on Tuesday 29th 
October from 9:30-11:30. We have lots of fun, interactive 
activities planned, as well as morning tea supplied by our 
lovely P & C. We look forward to an enjoyable morning 
with grandparents and other special people in the lives of 
students at MKPS.  

Chess Teams Tournament 
Our school has been invited to participate in a One Day Chess 
Teams Tournament run by the NSW Junior Chess League on 
Monday 4th November at Wahroonga Public School. It is a 
whole day event running from 9:15am until 2:30pm. 

We have entered two teams (three students are in a team) 
and there is no entry fee so we are hoping to have enough 
interested students to offer this wonderful opportunity to 
our keen chess players.   

The tournaments are aimed at students who are new to 
competitive chess, however, students need to understand 
the basic rules of chess and competitive play. The rules of 
competitive play are available at www.nswjcl.org.au. A note 
to interested students was sent home earlier this week, 
however, if your child missed out and would be interested, 
please contact the school office. 

SAVE THE DATE - 
Celebration of Learning
This year, we will be having two special celebrations 
to acknowledge the wonderful efforts of our 
students. We will have two ‘Celebration of Learning’ 
assemblies on Tuesday of Week 9, where all 
students will receive an award, and all are welcome 
to attend. 2020 school leaders will be announced 
at the Celebration of Learning. We will then hold a 
‘Presentation Night’ on Tuesday of Week 10, where 
students receiving individual achievement awards 
will be celebrated. The 2020 school leaders will be 
presented with their badges at this Presentation 
evening. Invitations will be sent to parents of award 
recipients closer to the date. This event will be held 
in the evening to allow working parents to attend. 

Celebration of Learning
Tuesday 10th December K-2 9:30am and 3-6 10:30am 

Presentation Night
Tuesday 17th December 6pm-7:30pm

K-2 News 
We have had a very busy start to the term with our Year 
2 students attending the Swim Scheme program. Thank 
you to Mrs Els and Mrs Connolly for their co-ordination of 
this very important program. 

In Stage One this term, our integrated unit is called 
‘Around the World in 50 days’. We will be exploring the 
Science behind day and night, the seasons and changes 
to the moon. We will be looking at different countries; 
their climates, traditions, food, clothing and how toys 
are different or similar within cultures and how toys have 
changed over time. If you have any items at home or 
knowledge to share, we would love to hear from you.  

In Kindergarten, our integrated unit is called ‘Be Safe, Keep 
Moving and Celebrate’. We will be learning about how to 
be safe at home, school, in the water and on the road. We 
will be exploring how things move and the effect of push 
and pull. In History we will be looking at how families and 
toys have changed over time. We will also be learning 
about different celebrations around the world. If you have 
any items at home or knowledge to share, we would love 
to hear from you.  

Last term, K-2 students met every Wednesday to do 
singing. One of their favourites will be performed at our 
assembly on Wednesday 23rd October. We hope you can 
join us but for those who can’t make it, we will be posting 
the item on SeeSaw. 

Our focus in Positive Education this term will be on the 5 
aspects of Relationships : Hope, Compassion, Forgiveness, 
Trust and Integrity. This will be a continuation of our 
discussions on the importance of having a high level of 
wellbeing across all areas. We discussed the points below 
during Term Three Positive Education lessons and we will 
continue to highlight their importance this term. 

•  Wellbeing is looking after your brain. 

•  Wellbeing is looking after your body. 

•  Wellbeing is looking after your emotions. 

•  Wellbeing is looking after your relationships.  

•  Wellbeing is having a sense of belonging and 
connection (eg. to your school community) 

Our students are very excited about Moving Bodies 
providing a Gymnastics program from Week 3 this term. 
Bec and her team always provide a high level of expertise, 
engaging lessons and assessment of progress for our 
students.  

Our buddy reading program continues this term and we 
have been so impressed with how well organised our K-2 
students and their buddies are at making sure they have 
their folders ready to go as soon as the lunch bell rings. 
We can see the benefits of the Buddy Reading program 
and the Home Reading program, in our classrooms.  

We look forward to an enjoyable Term 4.
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3-6 News 
We have dived straight into Term 4 with students in Years 
3 and 4 attending the Swim Scheme program for the 
first two weeks of term with Mrs. Ells and Mrs. Connolly. 
As Australians, we spend a lot of our time in and around 
the water; it’s a big part of our culture. For this reason, 
it’s important that our students learn water safety and 
survival skills, so that they can continue to enjoy aquatic 
activities.  

Last term ended with 3/4B presenting their pre-recorded 
drama plays to the school at the Star Of The Month 
Assembly. Students worked extremely hard to rehearse, 
deliver and then edit their drama pieces and should very 
proud of the end results. Students in 3/4C will be the first 
class to host Star Of The Month in an upcoming assembly. 

This term Stage Two students will be attending a 
Gibberagong excursion to the Kalkari Discovery Centre 
and Birrawanna Track focusing on the classification of 
living things. Over the term they will learn about life 
cycles of living things, this term. They will investigate 
what the similarities and differences between the life 
cycles of living things. In library and technology lessons 
they will use the 3D printer with Miss King as well as 
looking at how they might design and construct a 
custom-built game controller that is personalised to a 
user’s needs. Using the design processes, coding and 

electronics, students will design, build and test a games 
controller to use with their peers. 

In Stage Three this term there will be a variety of High 
School transition days and information for students 
in both Year 5 and Year 6. Notes and information will 
be communicated to you as specific events approach. 
They are currently counting down their camp to Point 
Wolstoncroft with Mrs Slade and Miss Hindmarsh. Year 6 
are also busy rehearsing their end of year dance routine 
which will be performed at their farewell.  

This term in Science, Stage 3 will focus on changes to the 
Earth’s surface caused by natural disasters and how these 
may be mitigated. This topic aims to develop students’ 
understanding of the Earth, its position in the solar system 
and as a dynamic part of a complex, interrelated system. 
In literacy they will be learning about the common 
elements of poetry and will explore how these may be 
applied to shape poems, limericks, odes and simple 
ballads.  At the completion of the unit they will write a 
poem and recite it to the class. 

PSSA summer sport has changed to mornings again 
this term with league tag. Please ensure your child/ren 
take their hat, have a bottle filled with water and have 
sunscreen applied. Gymnastics will be the focus of PE for 
weeks 3 – 8 this term, run by Moving Bodies.  

Primary teachers are looking forward to the busy term. 

PATCH
The good old-fashioned hula hoop never goes out of 
style! Students had lots of laughs swinging their hips to 
keep their hoops moving. Mrs McCloghry joined in the 
fun too.  
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Year 6 Excursion to The Rocks
On Tuesday 15th October, students in Stage 3 had a great day out visiting Sydney Museum and exploring The Rocks. They learnt 
about the colonisation of Sydney from both the European and Aboriginal perspectives.
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CHESS CLUB – Thursdays 
Learn to be a chess champion! Coaching for students 
at Mt Kuring-Gai Public School is held on Thursdays 
from 11:30am to 12:20pm, starting on 17 October 
2019. 

Learning and playing chess helps children develop 
their logical thinking and problem solving skills, 
improves their concentration and focus, while also 
being a great source of enjoyment. Activities include 
group lessons on a demonstration chess board 
or interactive whiteboard, puzzle solving and fun 
practice games. 

Students earn merit awards by making checkmates, 
or by displaying skills and positive qualities, which all 
good chess players strive to develop. 

If your child is interested in taking part, you can collect 
an enrolment form from the school office, or email 
enrol@sydneyacademyofchess.com.au for a copy. 
For all enquiries, please contact Sydney Academy of 
Chess on (02) 9745 1170. 

Garden Club with Ms Hindmarsh
This year’s garden group is growing many plants such as bok choy, carrots, corn, parsley, oregano, lavender, aloe vera, tomatoes, 
silverbeet and more.  

The garden group spends lots of time on making the garden a beautiful place. 

By Maceo Easter (Year 6) 

School banking Review  
The Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission (ASIC) is seeking community opinion 
of School Banking programs. If you would like to 
provide your feedback, please follow this link for the 
short survey: 

https://consultation.asic.gov.au/financial-capability/
review-school-banking-programs/

Closes 31st October 2019.

MKPS Dance Groups at  
St Bernard’s Bush Fair
Come down and see both our Junior and Senior 
Dance Groups performing at the St Bernard’s Bush 
Fair this weekend.  They will be on stage at 12.10pm!
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Thank you to our wonderful sponsors

Gold Sponsor
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Silver Sponsors

Black Belt Martial Arts Hornsby
Suite 8, 6-18 Bridge Road

www.blackbeltmartialarts.com.au

Contact us now for a FREE TRIAL CLASS

Phone: (02) 94829935
Or

Email us to get started
hello@bbmahornsby.com.au
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Silver Sponsors

              Proud Supporters of Mount Kuring-Gai Public School

* Conditions Apply

(02) 9476 5000

Want 3 Months of Free Property 
Management ?
Free 3 Months Management Fees for all new Managements who 
quote this offer or attend the Fete on Saturday 31st of August.

Contact the team at LJ Hooker Hornsby to find out more.

quote this offer or attend the Fete on Saturday 31st of August.

Contact the team at LJ Hooker Hornsby to find out more.
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Silver Sponsors

TM & © 2019 CARTOON NETWORK

PRESENTED BY

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT  
PLAYWORLDAUSTRALIA.COM.AU

OCTOBER 5–6, 2019
ICC SYDNEY, DARLING HARBOUR

BUILD YOUR OWN GAME 

WITH CODE CAMP

CREATE GOOEY SLIME 

AND YUMMY SHERBET  

LAUGH UNTIL YOUR BELLIES HURT 

WITH THE LISTIES

MEET YOUR FAVOURITE 

CHARACTERS

Children don’t hate maths. 

They hate being confused and intimidated by maths. 

With understanding comes passion. And with passion comes growth -  
a treasure is unlocked. 

The Mathnasium Method™ teaches kids to truly understand maths, eliminating 
frustration and giving them the skills and confidence they need. 

Teaching maths is not just what we do, it’s all we do. We’re the authority in  
maths education, with over 1000 learning centres worldwide.

www.mathnasium.com.au
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Bronze Sponsors

We are a family based business with over 60 year 
experience. Exclusive member of the Master Tilers and 
Slaters Associations.  Good old fashioned worth ethics 
and our passion for perfection will ensure you will be 
happy with the completed project. 

Specialise in all types of roofing work
• New roofs
• Re-roofing
• Extensions
• Alterations
• Repairs
• Terracotta tiles
• Cement tiles
• Metal roofing in Colourbond
• Guttering and Downpipes

Electrician Sydney North Shore
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Lic :  236568C

Simon Caddy Electrical is an experienced and qualified electrical company 
providing a wide range of electrical services, including 24 hour, 7 day a week 

emergency response. Operating out of Hornsby we cover Sydney’s North 
Shore and Northern Suburbs. 

We provide a vast range of electrical service to commercial, industrial and 
domestic clients in accordance with all relevant Australian standards.

Our services include: servicing electrical switchboards, rewiring, data and 
communication cabling, VoIP installation, power points & light switches, surge 

protection and under floor heating.

Contact us:

Phone :  
0400 110 081

www.simoncaddyelectrical.com.au

www.redrabbit.net.au

24 CARROT GRAPHIC DESIGN SOLUTIONS
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Carols under the Star

Presented by the combined churches of Berowra  
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Raising funds for 

Warrina Street Oval, Berowra
Thursday 19th December All Welcome

FREE
ENTRY

 

Pre-Show 5.30pm
Carols 7.30pm

D
onkey R
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    K

ids A
ctivities

  Live M
usic

    

Cowan Christmas  

Twilight Markets & 
Rush Hour  

    
   

 

A wide variety of market stalls 
including arts, craft, fashion, 

fresh produce, Christmas items, 
plants and much much more. 

 

Entertainment by local musician  
Kids entertainment—Jumping Castle 

Food—Café, and BBQ 
Entry is Free so come along for some food,  

entertainment and family fun! 
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GET INTO WOOLWORTHS CRICKET BLAST. IT’S A FUN AND ACTIVE 
PROGRAM FOR GIRLS OF ALL ABILITIES – WHETHER IT’S YOUR FIRST 

TIME WITH A BAT OR YOU’RE A BACKYARD CRICKET STAR!

GIRLS JUST WANT TO

Play CricketJoin a crew near you TODAY

HAVE A BLAST!

Official kids
program

You could  
PLAY Woolworths  

Cricket Blast 

 For Free!*

Claim your voucher today

*BASED ON PROGRAM RRP OF $99. MORE INFO AT SERVICE.NSW.GOV.AU/ACTIVEKIDS

Play Girls-Only Junior Cricket!
Head to playcricket.com.au and search 'Hornsby Heights'

Play fun, fast games with your friends using a soft ball
Email Warren at warrenfisher@brufimusic.org

More girls needed to make up teams 14 years and younger

JUNIOR BLASTERS
AGES 5-7 | 60 mins | 6+ weeks
Learn new skills, including catching, throwing and teamwork, 
through fun game based activities.

Sign up now for your Starter Pack. Returning Junior Blasters score 
a Returner Pack with backpack and choice of bonus item!

MASTER BLASTERS
AGES 7-10 | 90 mins | 6+ weeks
Everyone gets a chance to bat, bowl and  
field in short, modified games of cricket.  
For girls with basic cricket skills. 

Sign up now for your Master Blasters Pack!

 HAVE A BLAST . BE PART OF THE CREW!
Get into Woolworths Cricket Blast. It’s a fun and active 
program for girls of all abilities – whether it’s your first  
time with a bat or you’re a backyard cricket star!

 It’s easy to join a crew and make awesome new friends.
 Wear the colours of your Big Bash heroes.
 Parents warm up, you can join in too!

Sign up now for your Master Blasters Pack!

RETURNER Kit

passport 

ALEX

A
L

E
X

 

Play CricketJoin a crew near you TODAY

RETURNER KitRETURNER Kit

MODE

SET

Official kids
program

Thanks to the NSW Government, every student 
(K–12) is entitled to 2x$100 Active Kids vouchers each 
calendar year. Remember to use your voucher 
when you sign up at playcricket.com.au

You could PLAY Woolworths 
Cricket Blast for Free!*

*BASED ON PROGRAM RRP OF $99. MORE INFO AT SERVICE.NSW.GOV.AU/ACTIVEKIDS

Head to playcricket.com.au

and search 'Hornsby District'

Email - warrenfisher@brufimusic.org

Soft ball games with lots of music!

Bring your friends to win prizes




