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Dear Parents and Community, 

As you may be aware, NAPLAN results have arrived and 
been distributed. On a quick look at the statistical and co-
hort performance, we have once again areas of strength 
and significant growth along with areas of development.  A 
quick snapshot:  

Year 5 - All measures against State/National performance 
declared invalid due to size of Year 5 cohort <20.  Howev-
er, considering the controversy regarding the difficulty of 
the Writing task noted in recent press articles, the growth 
and performance of our Year 5 students appears to be in 
the top 1%  of the nation's results.    

Due to the lack of cohort validity we will be focusing on 
individual student responses to the tests and the notes 
taken by the supervising teachers regarding individual's 
attention to the tests and levels of illness and anxiety.    

Year 3 - Cohort >20.  Performance in all areas surpassed 
state and regional targets, remembering we are the high-
est performing region in the nation. Again, there are indi-
vidual instances where targeted areas of need have been 
identified and will be planned for remediation.   

The new planning cycle is upon us.  This cycle will see a 
number of significant changes to the corporate govern-
ance of every NSW DEC school. The new plan pleasingly 
reduces markedly the reliance on NAPLAN as a measure of 
a schools and student performance.  The plan will now see 
the school actively planning for and assessing Social and 
Emotional Learning (SEL).  In conjunction with this change, 
is a new focus on the school community being an active 
and functional part of the planning process.  As you will 
see from the school draft plan directions (provided at P&C 
meeting and available from the office) the community and 
the needs are embedded into the three school compo-
nents and a standalone sector of the three sectors of the 
plan.  

I have spoken at length to Neil Gow our P&C president 
regarding the plan and how the community will be con-
tacted regarding community needs and directions for the 
school and students.  Term Four will see a variety of sur-
veys rolled out to community and new 2015 parents.   

Issue 6, Term 3  

17th September , 2014 

Congratulations to Miss Weeks who has been ap-
pointed as our substantive Assistant Principal. 
With all the changes and professional courses the 
principal is managing at the moment, the role of 
Assistant Principals throughout the State is chang-
ing markedly.  The Assistant Principal now manag-
es many of the previous roles once defined for the 
Principal.  I am sure Miss Weeks’ tenure at our 
school will be a rewarding and beneficial one for 
our students and community.   

I would like to take this opportunity to remind eve-
ryone to be vigilant when our students are out and 
about , particularly walking to and from school. 
Remind them about stranger danger . No matter 
how ‘nice’ the person appears do not stop and talk 
to or accept anything from a stranger. 

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for a success-
ful and productive Term 3. It’s the exceptional 
work from students, staff and the community that 
make MKPS such a unique and dynamic learning 
place. Enjoy the well deserved break, spending 
time with loved ones and  relaxing. 

Glenn O’Neill 

 Principal 

TERM 4 FUNDRAISER 

Keep Wednesday 17th December 

FREE!!!! We are holding a movie, pizza 

and carols night. There will be a jump-

ing castle and lots of fun to be 

had!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Torch Relay! 

The MKPS Torch Relay Fundraiser was held on Sunday 31st August. The weather gods were shining on us putting 

on a fabulous display of weather. Lots of fun was had by all and the participating families managed to clock up 

over 300 laps around the school which equates to over 150km. Over $1600 was raised through sponsorships and 

raffles which will allow the school to purchase some new sports equipment. Congratulations to Caelan Rawlinson 

who was awarded the prize for the highest fundraiser, collecting over $500 in sponsorship. Congratulations also 

to the Mannion family for winning ‘Best Dressed’ with their team Minion T-Shirts and the Jurotte family for ‘Most 

Laps’ clocking up 50 laps around the school. 

A very big thank you to Leanne Johnson and Hannah Sims for all their work in organising the event and also to 

Abby West and Kate Gow for their assistance with catering on the day.  

Thanks also to all our ‘bakers’ who provided some delicious goodies to be sold at the canteen and our sponsors 

A&R Meat, Rebel Sports and Hart Sport. 

 

Band Performance. 

Under glorious blue skies on Sunday 14th September 2014 our wonderfully talented School Band played a very 

entertaining repertoire at Asquith Boys High School. They played Wild Thing, Hound Dog, Mission Impossible. It 

was wonderful to watch our fantastic band do MKPS proud. Well done kids, you sounded awesome. 

Band Recruitment. 

At the end of the year we will sadly bid farewell to seven of our band members as they head off on a big adven-

ture to high school. Consequently, our band is always on the lookout for any new talent within the school. So if 

you play a musical instrument and have done so for at least 6 months and would like to join the band please con-

tact Abby West on 0421 922 537 or abbywest1@bigpond.com and your details will be passed onto Miss Isabella 

Harvey (Band Director). 

Band Treasurer / Co-ordinator. 

At the completion of this year the Band Treasurer (Mr Martin West) and the Band co-ordinator (Mrs Abby West) 

will stand down from these positions. Consequently, the two above mentioned positions will be vacant. There-

fore the band will be looking to fill these important positions. Please see Abby West for further information. 
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ATHLETICS 

Zone... 

Congratulations to all of our athletes who competed in the Zone Athletics carnival at Narrabeen. We 

had a very successful carnival with a number of students qualifying for Area which will be held during 

Week 9 of this term at SOPAC. Mt Kuring-Gai came second overall at the carnival which is a wonderful 

achievement particularly considering the number and size of the schools we were up against.  

Congratulations also to Jack G and Lauren W who were the carnival age champions for their respective 

age groups as well as Cameron L and Jasmin G who were runners up in their age categories. A wonderful 

achievement! 

Finally a special mention to our Snr girls relay team who qualified in first place to go through to area. 

Well done to all of our students on a great carnival. 

Area… 

Congratulations to the following athletes who qualified for the Area Athletics Carnival which took place 

on Monday 8th September at Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Centre. 

Isabel G    Jack G 

Lauren W   Oliver L 

Isabella G                      Cameron L 

Jasmin G             Chloe G 

Ella G 

There were some fantastic performances on the day with the following students going on to compete at 

the State Carnival in Term 4. 

Senior Girls Relay Team (Isabel, Jasmin, Isabella, Lauren) 

Jack G – Shot Put 

Lauren W- Long Jump 

We wish these students the very best of luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSSA/SCHOOL SPORT 

Netball…. 

Congratulations to our Jnr and Snr PSSA netball teams on a great 2014 season. It has been a pleasure 

to coach such a lovely group of girls. For most of our junior girls it was their first taste of playing net-

ball and although we didn’t manage to come away with a win, the girls never lost their enthusiasm for 

playing or commitment to improving. The girls should be very proud of their efforts. 

The senior girls were a force to be reckoned with this season and we were unlucky not to make the 

semi-finals, being handed a very tough draw for their last game. We had a talented group of netballers 

who showed great teamwork and gave 100% each and every week.  

It was so enjoyable to coach these girls and watch them play and improve throughout the season. Well 

done girls! 

 

 

 

Soccer…. 

The junior and senior soccer teams were outstanding representatives for MKPS. Each week they 
turned up with exceptional attitudes and persisted despite the difficult teams they faced. They gave it 
their all and were eager to train at lunchtimes, even if the weather was miserable. 

Congratulations to both teams for their effort, commitment and sportsmanship throughout 
the PSSA soccer season. 

 

School Sport …. 

Students in years 3-6 participated in school sport on Friday afternoons. Each week students formed 

two teams and played soccer against each other. All students put in 100% effort each week and were 

congratulated on their team work and persistence. The students thoroughly en-

joyed playing against each other and some even uncovered skills they never real-

ised they had.  

 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 7th October 

 Day 1 Term 4 

Monday  13th October 

 Session 1 Kindy KickStart 

Friday 17th October 

 Gymnastics  

Wednesday 15th October 

 P&C Meeting 7.30pm in 6J 

 State Athletics 

Thursday 16th October 

 State Athletics 

Tuesday 21st October 

 Session 2 Kindy KickStart 

Friday 24th October 

 Gymnastics  

 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Thanks! 

As the Term Three comes to a close, I would 

like to thank everyone who has assisted with 

the canteen throughout the term. Without our 

wonderful volunteers we wouldn’t have such a 

great canteen. Have a wonderful holiday, stay 

safe and we look forward to serving you next 

term.  

The Canteen will reopen for business on Thurs-

day October 2014. 

Canteen Volunteers. 

Unfortunately, the canteen volunteer pool will 
lose further 3-4 volunteers as of Term 4 for the 
Thursday roster. If we are unable to recruit 
more volunteers for Thursday canteen shifts we 
may potentially have to close the canteen on 
this day for Term 4. The canteen urgently needs 
more volunteers for to save losing a canteen 
day. So if you are able to assist in anyway 
please contact Mrs Abby West (Canteen Man-
ager) on 0421 922 537 / 9457 0636 / abby-



Community Notice Board 


