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Term 4: November / December

Principal’s Message:

2014 Strategic Planning:

Please find attached the 2014 Strategic Plan that has been ratified by my Director of Schools at my recent Performance
Review meeting (14/11/2014). This plan provides the framework for the school to navigate a number of important
challenges that we will face in the very near future. Beneath this overview will see the individual performance targets and
financial allocation to ensure that the plan will be seen through to fruition.

Financial Position:

November sees the end of our financial year. From the financial rollover to the 2014 financial year I will be working closely
with Pam (our Finance Admin Manager) to apportion the appropriate amount of funds to carry the school through the
remainder of the school year and Christmas break. I am unsure as to the weighting of finance injection in February, which
will be provided by State Treasury.

As part of the State-wide restructure of schools, finance and allocation to schools is an area where I am still receiving training
and development in how the new models will operate within our school. There is no doubt, however, that schools will be
relying on community sourced funds for human resources in the very near future. This position has been put forward at
numerous Principal Council meetings and many schools have successfully agreed to such assistance.

School Numbers:

As I have stated previously and many times in passing conversation with you our school is at a very interesting point in a
growth cycle. When I arrived the school enrolments had dropped to 129. As late as last Friday I had revised our 2014 intake
to 162. This number will provide a new class. However, as with any break period numbers can reduce or indeed increase. I
have secured a teacher for this new class as of Thursday last week.

With this in mind my Director of Schools has agreed that the school enrolment will now be capped at 172. This means that
any out of area applications will be placed on a waiting list. This number will ensure that MKPS remains a small school, yet
providing a wonderful whole school experience for our children.

Staffing:

As [ have written in previous reports, we will be saying farewell to Mr 0’Shea and Miss Walker. Mr O’Shea was successful in
gaining a permanent appointment through Merit Selection to Warrawee PS. Miss Walker has chosen to develop her
profession by teaching in the UK for a period of time, where, she has assured me MKPS will be her first port of call on her
return. I am sure we offer both these wonderful professionals and colleagues all the best on their new personal journeys.

[ have been in recruitment mode since July and I am pleased to announce that Mrs Rebecca Eastgate and Mrs Natalie Weekes
will be joining our staff for the 2014 year.

Mrs Eastgate is a targeted graduate and our school will be her first substantive appointment.

Mrs Weeks brings a wealth of experience to our school: Stage supervisor, Regional L3 coordinator, Teacher Mentor, Relieving
Assistant Principal and Best Start Coordinator. Mrs Weeks will be engaged on a one-year temporary contract.

As mentioned in my numbers briefing, I have contracted another teacher for our school if indeed we hold the numbers of 160.

Mr David Johnson has accepted the offer of a temporary contract for the 2014 school year. Mr Johnson has been an
outstanding classroom teacher for a number of years at a high performing state school and comes with a wealth of knowledge
in the areas of Numeracy and writing.

[ am sure our community will make all teachers warmly welcome.




Classes for 2014:

As mentioned, we are playing a very careful numbers game. The staffing scenario that follows will be for the 156-159 and
160+ model. The difference being that with the 160+ model, there will be a non-teaching Principal and two Assistant
Principals (the 2nd Assistant Principal will be an internal relieving role). Class structures will remain.

K (one class teacher)
K (one class Teacher)
1 (one class Teacher)
1/2 (one class Teacher)
3/4 (one class Teacher)
4/5 (one class Teacher)
6 (one class Teacher)

Of course I have pencilled in teachers next to classes, however, due to the nature of our numbers, | must wait until I get
‘bums’ on seats by the week February 18th.

In all of my modelling, I have aimed to keep myself off sharing a class. This is not to say I will not be teaching. I will be still
having a teaching role, but with my impact coming in the form of some release and support. This has required some flexibility
in staffing and funding and I am very grateful to our wonderful staff for their support.

Annual School Report:

Our Areas of survey will be ‘Quality of School Life’ for our whole community (students, community and staff) and a review of
the merit cards and ribbons from our whole school welfare program. Our welfare program is far more than just the
certificates and ribbons, but I would like some feedback on them. I have my own views and would like yours too.

School Support:

MKPS is an outstanding educational setting. Our academic achievements have been very pleasing, but in equity, I am also
extremely pleased with the growth in emotional and social maturity our school has seen. My metrics regarding the
emotional performance of our school are a stark difference to that of 2011. This could not be possible without the support of
the community. MKPS is a true community school.

Thanks to all of our community volunteers for your tireless work. The children are the beneficiaries of our work and after all,
that is why we do it.

Regards,

Glenn




Mount Kuring-Gai Public School: 2014 Strategic Plan

Professional Performance
and Conduct.

TARS, EARS& PARS as a
collaborative process.
National Standards in action.
Target setting and
collaborative review.
Teacher programs reflective
of assessment and
standards.

Professional learning and
sharing.

Whole Schocl Social &
Emotional Welfare Program.

School Welfare program.
Family welfare programs in
conjunction with school
counsellor and support staff.
Review and revamp of
reinforcement schedules and
Celebration of Learning.
Staff Welfare programs

ESES: Learning and Support

Enables a student centred
management plan.

Equity and accountability.
MKPS, CPS & BPS clearing
house, support programs

and target development.

The Student

Academic

Support
Emotional
Support

Curriculum Design and
Development

NSW NC English & Numeracy
— MKPS, CPS & BPS
professional learning
program. (Joint Facilitator).
On-line Learning (Adobe).
Differentiated curriculum.
Continuum of development
through the stages .
Introduction of Primary
Connections {Science).
Technology embedded.

Infrastructure Development

Painting of gutters around
Kindergarten block.
Cleaning of Southern 3/4
wall and school emblem to
replace one at gate.
Maintenance of current H
Listed flora.

Development of new
community market garden.
Decommissioning of Lab.

Community Participation
and Engagement

P&C input & communication
framework.

Development of school
targets

Dissemination of school
information to community.
Feedback and complaints
framework.

Facilities use by community.




From the DEC

Ready for high school

Can you recall what you were most apprehensive about when you started high school? This video of Year 7
students explain why teens shouldn’t be worried about starting high school, and how they can get off to a
great start in the first few days.

Watch the videos: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/development/what-happens-in-year-7

Kik messenger

Does your child use Kik? Police have described it as "the No.1 social media problem involving teenagers",
but most parents would barely have heard of messaging app Kik before last week.

Find out what it is: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/technology-az/-
/technology glossary/7w0F/5353/Kik+messenger

Why cyber safety experts are concerned: http://www.smh.com.au/digital-life/digital-life-news/experts-warn-of-
apps-hidden-dangers-20131130-2yif3.html#ixzz2mYIkXFyd

Choosing school shoes

Are expensive school shoes the best option for happy feet? Let's face it. School shoes have never been at the
cutting edge of fashion. In fact if you look at what your parents were wearing, the humble school shoe really
hasn't evolved much at all.

Tips for choosing shoes: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/health/choosing-the-right-school-shoes

Teach your kids to be waterproof

As temperatures rise, the risk of drowning increases too. Review these water-safety tips to help keep your
family safe this summer.

Find out more: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/health/water-safety-tips

Issue 11

the

Parentingioess
o magazine
? Helping today’s parents raise exceptional kids

Don’t forget we are a Parenting Ideas School!!! _ ‘rf'VE STEPS

Website for the latest Issue:

www.parentingideas.com.au/Parents/Parenting-Magazine

-
SAME-SEx RELATIONSHIPS 8

WHY SOME OF THE BEST
LEARNING FOR OUR KIDS
\ OCCURS OUIEIDE SCHOOL

. Page D&
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INSIGHTS |

by Michael Grose - no.1 parenting educator

Parenting/i#2z

MICHAEL GROSE

Teach your kids to SHRUG!

T'he secret to having resilient, confident and optimistic children is to teach your kids to shrug!

It was so irritating, yet so effective.

I'm talking about my boyhood mate Terry's habit of
shrugging his shoulders whenever anyone teased him or
tried to persuade him to their way of thinking.

Hey Terry, you're a **&&&E@a@!"

Shrug.

Hey Terry, everyone says your....... *"&&TR!
Shrug.

Hey Terry, I'm going to tell on you!”

Shrug.

His nonchalance used to drive everyone nuts!

So much so that he was rarely targeted for teasing
despite the fact that he wasn't sporty, he wasn't cool and
he was late maturing - all of which back then, as now,
would put a boy in the "to be picked on’ category.

| thought of Terry recently when | was coaching a young
person about how to respond to some schoolyard taunts.

This young person wore his heart on his sleeve, taking
taunts and even witticisms too seriously for his own good.
Unfortunately, some of his so-called mates used to enjoy
seeing him become angry.

The best way to break this toxic cycle of taunt-react-taunt
was for him to change his reaction.

So we did some coaching in the art of shrugging and
before long my young charge was shrugging his
shoulders, as if to say ‘Whatever’, and walking away at the
first sign of a taunt.

Eventually he was channelling Terry so well that his
nonchalance even began to irritate me.

%7 parentingideas.com.au 3 parentingideas.co.uk 7 parentingideas.co.nz

Michael Grose Present:

Some things can't be ignored

Don't get me wrong. Kids cannot and should not ignore all
negative comments directed at them.

There are times when they need to stand up and be
counted. They don't need to be aggressive about it, but
they do need to be assertive from time to time. Sticking up
for a friend, rescuing someone who is being taunted or
even looking out for a sibling’s best interests at school are
times when children need to assert themselves rather
than shrugging off a problem.

Kids practise on their siblings

Socially savvy kids know that some of the negative peer
comments directed at them need to be ignored. However,
this is quite a skill.

Ignoring comments and choosing your arguments is
something many kids learn in their battles with siblings.

Those noisy sibling skirmishes that annoy the hell out of
parents actually toughen kids up for the less-than-pleasant
social interactions that take place in the schoolyard.

Interestingly, my boyhood mate Terry was the youngest of

Page
Tof2
§ facebook.com/Parentingideas.com.au

M twitter.com/michaelgrose



four brothars. | guess he would have perfected the art of
shrugging out of sheer nacessity.

20, if yvou have a sensitive child who wears his ar har
heart on their sleeve, ar a child who reacts impulsively
to both taunts and witticisms alike, you may wish to
introduce the art of shrugging into their repartoire

of responses,

How to create a good shrug

Kids can practise shrugging in front of the mirror so that
they can see what a good shrug looks like, There are
4 ingrediants:

1. A ‘whatever’ look.
2.4 shrug of the shoulders.

3. A simple, non-combative, non-sarcastic line such as
“Yau rmay be right’, "Whatever” ar 'l hadm't thought of that”,

FY parentingideas.com.au 3% parentingideascouk ™7 parentingideas.co.nz

Michael rose P rezenta
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4.4 final breaking of eye contact that indicates that they
are in contral.

A word of warning

If you teach vour kids to shrug, you need to be prepared
far themn to use this shrugeing technigue against you
when you direct some criticism or constructive feedback
their way. If they do, you'll find out how darmn infuriating
nonchalance (even when it's fake) can be.

Oh, and you'll be seeing a child ar young person wha is
axarcising a degree of parsonal power that, when used
smartly, will increase their overall social effectivenaess.

You can get more ideas to help you raise confident,
resilient kids in Michael Grose's NEW boolk Teach your
kids to shrug! It's available in paperback or digital format
at the book shop at parenting deas.com.au

['f] faceboolk com/Parentingideas.com.au
m bwiltter.cormy/ michaelgrose




Please Support our Sponsors

2 GKRG

IVE YOUR CHILD
A HEAD START!

GKR Karate is conducting classes for
children, adults and families in your area.

V] Build Confidence /1 Improve Fitness
(V] Gain Self Discipline ! Learn Self Defence

Be one of the
first 10 callers
and receive...

750/00FF

normal membership fee

Trial Memberships « Family discounts - No contracts j
gkrkarate.com

GIRLS ONLY FOOTBALL (SOCCER)
Under 8 years to Under 18 years
Beginners and experienced players welcome

Register at www.mtcolahfc.org.au in January 2014

Enquiries Michelle Boccalatte 0425 200 290



http://www.mtcolahfc.org.au/

danceelementstudios@yahoo.com.au _ : danceelementstudios@yahoo.com.au
Natalie: 0-416 206 584 Natalie: 0416 206 584

danceelementstudios@yahoo.com.au : : danceelementstudios@yahoo.com.au
Natalie: 0416 206 584 Natalie: 0416 206 584




Act (reate, Commmm’c@

Boost your child’s creativity, confidence,

communication skills & self-development
through drama.

NEW TERM STARTING SOON
STUDENTS AGED 3-17

ENROLLING NOW

© 9875 3139 —_ |

WWW. helenogrady com.au




Expression of Interest

[ am interested in my child/ children learning
music on keyboard at Mount Kuring-gai PS:

Learn oMusic on Keyboard at
Mt. Kuring-gai Public School
in 2014

Child / Children's name Class

* Small group - limited vacancy

* Competitive rate - $25 per session
% - . Postal Address:
Convenient at-school venue

* Music material provided

Parent's Signature:
Sm art K | dS Love 0--"”"8((.'-' Date:
Please complete section on right and return

to school office before Wed 4 Dec

WL AL AL

Violin Incl. Piano (VIP) Music est. 1984 Tel: 9411 3122 (during school term)

|
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|
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* Instrument not required initially :
|
|
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|
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St lohn's Anglican Churel H1 '
5. Jon's Angican Church, & Rouston Parade, .‘ia:{.tith

wwwstjohnsasd uith.orgau




COMPLETELY FREE!

i

Healthy* Activee Happye*Kids

k€ it's so wonderful
to have my active,
happy, motivated
and confident
10 year old boy back.

Cate Latham, Go4Fun parent , ,

A FREE 10 WEEK PROGRAM FOR KIDS AGED 7 TO 13 YEARS
AND THEIR FAMILIES TO BECOME FITTER, EAT HEALTHIER
AND IMPROVE THEIR SELF-ESTEEM.

Mondays Hornsby PCYC - performing Arts Centre
4.30pm-6.30pm. Starts 3rd February 22 Waitara Ave, Waitara

Wednesdays Fix Australia
4.30pm-6.30pm. Starts 5th February 319 Penshurst St, Chatswood

Thursdays North Ryde RSL Youth Club
4.30pm-6.30pm. Starts 6th February Magdala Rd, North Ryde

Tuesdays & Thursdays (2x per week) Pittwater Sports Centre
4.00pm-6.00pm. Starts 4th February 1525 Pittwater Rd, Nth Narrabeen

REGISTER NOW \LL 1800 780 900 OR GO4FUN.COM.AU

Health

Northern Sydney
m Local Health District



Hornsby Dental Care

Where Your Smile and Dental Health Matter. .. .
Suite 18, 14 Edgeworth David Ave.

Hornsby NSW 2077

Tel: 9476 2522
www.hornsbydentalcare.com.au




AMF

e
BOOK TODAY!

AMF HORNSBY | PH 9477 3914 | AMFBOWLING.COM.AU
“Condifices apphe.




FIT

Bring this vo

Jam-5pm
3.30pm
m-1pm

&> Ata Venue Near You
& Individual Skill Development
&> Guaranteed Fun and Development

Also check out our Pre School Programs and
Birthday Parties online

Call or Email for more information
(02)9802 0909 mail@sportskickstart.com.au




Discover Playgroup

Mt Kuring-gai Community Centre
5 Church Street
Wed 10:00am & Friday 9:30am

Come to Playgroup and meet others in a
relaxed and friendly environment.

A Playgroup is a place for you and your
children to have fun, make new friends and

Contact Playgroup NSW on
1800 171 882
or visit
www.playgroupnsw.com.au

develop skills through play.

|

| Learn through play * Make friends » Have fun + Discover Playgroup

{
A
b




Pay as you Go!

No joining fees, contracts, monthly debit or exit fees

Special Introductory Offer

Buy 15 sessions for only $150!
session packs valid 6 months from purchase date

Steelworx Fitness is a boutique club specialising in a wide range of group exercise including
freestyle classes, Les Mills BodyPump, BodyAttack, BodyStep, Pilates, Yoga and Zumba.

Timetable starts 02/03/13 - like us on facebook “steelworx fitness” for timetable and
further information.

Child Minding Available Mon-Fri mornings.

Steelworx Fitness 7a Gundah Rd, Mt Kuring-Gai
Phone: 0400 117 539 Email: steelworxtitness@hotmail.com




Have fun learning

mandarin stars

W 1Y

fun mandarin for Kids

to speak Mandarin

Mandarin Language Club at Mt
Kuring-Gai!

The Mandarin Stars program offers:

- Small class sizes.

- FUN, engaging and highly interactive
Mandarin classes for non-native learners.

- Animmersion based program that teaches
strong listening and speaking skills in Mandarin.
- Language building activities such as role
play, puppet shows, puzzles and games.

- A fun introduction to reading & writing
Chinese characters!

- The discovery of Chinese culture, festivals,
Calligraphy, Tai Chi and even Kung Fu!

Day: Thursday afternoons

Year 3 — 6 Students

Time: 3.30pm-4.15pm

Cost: $16/class

To enrol, please contact us directly &
BOOK A FREE TRIAL LESSON!
Ph: 8437 2498

Em: enrol@mandarinstars.com.au

www.mandarinstars.com.au ¥ enrol@mandarinstars.com.au ¥ Ph:(02) 8437 2498




Budget Kid's Parties

$345 - 12 KIDS

Includes Catering
9482 1999 - HORNSBY

www.circusfactory.com.au

Waratah Pre School

12 Waratah Road Berowra NSW 2081

Phone: 02 9456 3434

Waratahpre school@bigpond.com
Long Day 7:30am ~ 5:30pm

www.waratahpreschool.com.au
Short Day 8:30am ~ 3:30pm
Children aged 2 ~ 6years, Accredited Centre
Experienced and Qualified Staff

Extra programs: Music, Creative Dancing,

School Readiness & Languages



mailto:Waratahpre_school@bigpond.com

JAZZ - HIP HOP ~ TAP ~ BALLET

3YRS - ADVANCED LEVELS
-The Julie and Jan Belcastro School of Dancing

Ph. 9457 9976 or 9456 2638

Berowra - Pennant Hills
DANCE TRAINING WITHOUT PRESSURE

?f FULLY QUALIFIED REGISTERED TEACHERS

) S55
.CTIONINDOCR SPORTS Games

MT KURING-GA]

Ladies Daytime Netball

Teams & Individual players wanted!

Wednesday mornings between 10am - 12pm

For more information or to register
Ph: 2457 2040 Email: info@aismtkuring-gai.com.au




\CTION INDOCR SPORTS ;
MT KURING-GA Trial Game!

Soccer - Netball - Cricket - Actionball

Juniors, Seniors, Mixed, Mens & Ladies

7 Gundah Rd, Mt Kunng-Gai
Phone: 9457 9040 Email: info@aismtkuring-goi.com.au
www.aismtkuring-gai.com.au

KidSwim
Mt Kuring-Gai

Learn to Swim from é months
Open 7 days!

7 Gundah Rd, Mt Kuring-Gai
Ph: 7457 7040
Email: kidswim@aismtkuring-gai.com.au




S “Talk Based in Hornsby

Speech 8 Language Therapy For children aged
12 months — 12 years

pronunciation

listening & understanding
written & verbal expression
reading & spelling
stuttenng

Autism

Ph: 0405 388 274 www.smalltalkspeech.com.au
info@smalltalkspeech.com.au

AONG Fisher's Swim Scho,, -

LA T INDOOR, HEATED PooL

FIONA FISHER’S

SWIM SCHOOL AQUA AEROBICS
SWIMMING LESSONS

LEARN TO Swim

WATER BABIES, PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY TO ADULT Fiona: 0433163378

School Terms & Holiday Intensives admin@ffss.com.au
St Edmunds School, 60 Burns Rd, Wahroonga www.ffss.com.au




